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Welcome to the July edition of the OWL Scotland Bulletin. The wild flowers are blooming - which
flower is your favourite?

All our local OWL groups have been busy delivering a great range of different skill shares, networking
and CPD workshops. Keep reading to catch up on their news.

Thank you to all the groups and individuals who have chatted with Seona and submitted a response to
the OWL Scotland Development Project questionnaire. Seona is going through the information now
and will send round a draft development plan based on the responses very soon.

OWL Scotland are orgaising another Development Day for local OWL groups. It will be held at the
Bothy, Cunnigar Loop, in Glagow Friday 30th October. More details to follow very soon

We’re gearing up for our Summer Networking Event, Spm Friday 28" - 11.30am Sunday 30" Aug. This
year the event is hosted by OWL Tayside with Bushcraft Bairns at Comrie Croft. We’re excited!

Workshops this year include:

« Spoon Carving - Learn the traditional craft of green wood spoon carving and create your own
functional wooden spoon using simple hand tools.

« Numeracy in Nature - Discover practical and engaging ways to develop numeracy skills through
outdoor activities, natural materials, and woodland exploration.

o Willow Weaving - Exploretheartof willow weavingand createabeautiful handcrafted item while
learning the basics of this versatile heritage craft.

+ Cordage and Its Practical Uses - Learn how to make cordage from natural materials and discover its
many practical applications.

Tickets are now on sale via Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
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From protecting urban woodlands to
transforming storm-damaged trees into
learning opportunities, thisyear’s Schoolsand
Early Years winners at the Scotland’s Finest
Woods Awards 2026 have been announced.

Combining woodland learning, biodiversity action and
local history, pupils at St Paul’s RC High School won
the Crown Estate Scotland Schools’ Trophy.

Meanwhile, Haddo Woodland Kindergarten in
Aberdeenshire was the winner of the Alba Trees Early
Years’ Trophy for its innovative woodwork project,
inspired by children’s response to Storm Arwen and
their connection to the natural world.

Both winners received a magnifying post provided by
Caledonia Play, £500 towards their project and a
special commemorative wooden display plaque
recording their achievement. The winners will be
invited to the Award Ceremony later in the year where
the trophies will be presented. A special Tree Pack for
winners and runners up was also donated by Alba
Trees containing trees for planting or tree growing
kits, this will also be presented at the Awards
Ceremony, along with a certificate.

The runner up in the Schools Award was St
Columba’s School, Kilmacolm, Inverclyde.

Runners up in the Early Years category was Dundee
Nature Kindergarten.

Thank you to everyone that entered this years
competition and for all of the amazing opportunities
that you provide to children and young people in
Scotland. Thank you also to the sponsors and judges
for making the awards happen!

Look out for updates in January for applications
opening for the 2027 SFW Schools and Early Years
awards.
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Meet Seona Anderson - Project Development Officer

I am delighted to be working with OWL Scotland regional groups
to help share the benefits of this amazing network more widely. I
have been involved with OWL Scotland for the last three years
and seen first-hand the range of resources, partnerships and
inspirational learning provided by this unique group of people.

My own background is in archaecobotany and ethnobotany and I
worked for Plantlife on the Important Plant Areas Project for
over ten years. [ helped to deliver European training workshops
in natural and cultural heritage for a consortium of Scottish
charities, colleges and governmentagenciesunderthe Erasmus+
programme from 2017 until2022.

I love spending time outside and I hope that through this
development project we can help more young people to
experience the natural world and the many benefits it can bring.

Timber Skills Learning Day

Timber Skills Learning Day at Scottish Woods Dunfermline
Date: 7th October 2026, 9.30 to 3.30
Location: Scottish Woods, Dunfermline

Qutdoor
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Eventbrite Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/owl-
scotland-timber-skills-learning-day-tickets-1993670207258?
aff=oddtdtcreator

Scottish Timber
Processing

Skills Day ™

from forest to floorboard %
& much more

Wednesday

Oetober 7th 2026,
9.30 t0 3.30

Scottish Wood
Inzievar, by Oakley,
Dunfermline, KY12 8HB

OWL Scotland are offering their members a unique
opportunity to learn about timber processing in Scotland
through a one day skills day at Scottish Wood. The course
& scottish wood will involve an overview of hardwood timber processing in
Scotland, a tour of the timber yard, a tour of the nearby
woodland and a session on grading timber. If you are
interested in the forestry industry, sustainable materials or
career guidance for young people then this is the course for
you. The course is free but we ask you to let us know if you
are unable to make the course so that we can reallocate any

tickets. Please help us keep training free.


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/owl-scotland-timber-skills-learning-day-tickets-1993670207258?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/owl-scotland-timber-skills-learning-day-tickets-1993670207258?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/owl-scotland-timber-skills-learning-day-tickets-1993670207258?aff=oddtdtcreator
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South Highland OWL

@8 We are having an active year in 2026, as usual! We started the
year at the wonderful venue of Aigas Field Centre, where we had
a Crafty local networking event in March. Over 30 attended and
we were given a tour of the grounds and then we skill-shared
craft ideas with the whole group. Since then, we have had
Marvellous Moths in April and Yoga for Youngsters, which
were both well attended.

. We’ve looking forward to another 5 CPD get togethers this year.
Our next is on Sat 29 August in Inverness - Nature Detectives
with Dan Puplett.

Check out our Facebook page for full details of all events!

North Highland OWL

On the 30" of July at 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm the NHOWL
Committee will meet online to discuss CPD workshops
and plans for later this year. we would love to have more
local input into this lovely group.

More information will be posted shortly on the
NHOWL webpage shortly.

Group link-_https://owlscotland.org/local-groups/north-
highland-owl-group/



https://owlscotland.org/local-groups/north-highland-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/local-groups/north-highland-owl-group/
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Edinburgh OWL Group

Round Up Local OWL Groups

Sadly, due to the current committee taking the difficult decision to
retire and lack of capacity in the current membership the Edinburgh
OWL group has had to unfortunately close.

However with the development projectunderway and possible new
partnership opportunities there is a hope that the group may
reestablish in the future.

In the words of the outgoing chairperson Barabara Middleton- “Huge
thanks to all the many, wonderful outdoor learning practitioners, and
EOWL friends who were part of the membership from FEI in it’s
2006 beginnings in Edinburgh and the Lothians to EOWL in 2026
making all great outdoor happenings. Wishing all well and, here’stoa
fantastic Summer!”

OWL Scotland would like to thank Barbara, Rosy and Roy and
everyone else invovled with the EOWL group in the past and for all
the super work that has been delivered during this time.

If you are working or living in the Edinburgh area and would like to
link in with an OWL group please visit one of the surrounding local
OWL groups such as Midlothian OWL, West Fife or Forth Valley.

North East OWL (OWLNEG)

This year we’ve had aseries of workshops with Willow
Lohr, with an emphasis on a deep connection with
nature, learning from the land, and finding inner
balance and peace through traditional knowledge and
living in harmony with the environment.Our next
workshop, dream bundles is on Saturday 8th August at
Aller Croft, Huntly.

We launched our summer season of working with local
communities to support management of greenspaces for
nature with an event to mark National Meadows Day
on July 4th at Haddo Country Park. Committee
members led a guided walk looking at wild flowers and
wild meadow creation. We also ran an introductory
scything taster session, showing people how to manage

wild flower areas in a sustainable way.
Check out our facebook page for upcoming details on our
In-Service day with Aberdeenshire Schools in November.
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West Coast OWL Group

Autumn Equinox Network Event, Slattadale — Saturday 19th
September, 11am—4pm
A full day of skill-sharing, making, and connecting with fellow
practitioners at Slattadale. Bring your curiosity (and maybe a flask)
for a packed programme of hands-on activities, including:

o Leather working — try your hand at oracle/spell bag making

« Hazel rod walking stick making

Eco-printing with turmeric paper —

Equinox teas

Fungal foray — with mycologist John Hedger
» Food-making skill share — with Mia
A relaxed, sociable way to pick up new skills and swap ideas with the
wider network.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/

Keep in touch for details of future taster sessions and CPD’s!

8 Argyll OWL Group

We kicked off this year with a fantastic Plant ID CPD
event with Lauren Lochrie - learning all about Birch! We
= plan to follow this up in Sept with a CPD with Willow
Lohr - 5 Plant Teachers.

W 1 May we headed to Glenan Community woods for an
Exploring Temperate Rainforest CPD with Sophie from
Our Rainforest Futures. If you’re interested in running a
workshop on Temperate Rainforest then please be in
touch as we have a wonderful resource to share!

This June our Little OWL groups cooled down in the
woods getting to grips with tools and tool maintenance.
Thanks to Paul Cookson of Green Aspirations we’re
feeling confident and tooled up!

Be in touch with Marylou - argyllowlgroup@gmail.com



mailto:argyllowlgroup@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autumn-equinox-networking-event-tickets-1992085427138
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Round Up Local OWL Groups

GROWL - Glasgow Region

Networking event 23" August (2-4pm, Venue soon TBC)

Meet other educators, practitioners, and land managers across the
Glasgow region, swap ideas, resources, and best practices for
engaging people with nature, find local partners for future woodland
projects, funding bids, or training opportunities and hear what’s
happening in the local outdoor learning sector and how you can get
involved! Please keep an eye on the GROWL webpage for more
details and updates.
https://owlscotland.org/event/growl-networking-event/

WD OWL - West Dunbartonshire

We jumped into 2026 with a Bird Basics workshop with
folk from the RSPB Loch Lomond team. We had a great
| time learning how to identify bird species by sight and
sound.

If you live and work in the West Dunbartonshire and
surrounding areas we’d love you to be involved and help

us plan events and workshops for the upcoming year!

Contact -wd_owl@hotmail.com



https://owlscotland.org/event/growl-networking-event/
https://owlscotland.org/event/growl-networking-event/
mailto:wd_owl@hotmail.com
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Dumfries and Galloway OWL (DGOWL)

Round Up Local OWL Groups

DGOWL held a very successful Networking day at
the SRUC Barony on the 31st May which was
attended by around 60 people. We were delighted
with the fantastic turnout and the enthusiasm
shown throughout the day! Participants enjoyed a
wide range of inspiring workshops covering
everything from Forest School, Wild Maths and
Nature Art to Fire Safety, Mindfulness,
Sustainability and Outdoor Writing.

It was wonderful to see so many practitioners
coming together to share ideas, learn new skills and
strengthen their confidence in outdoor learning.
Events like this are a great reminder of the passion
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and expertise that exists across our region.

We hope everyone enjoyed the day as much as we
did and left feeling inspired with plenty of ideas to
take back to their settings.

South East Scotland OWL group

Due to an increase in enquiries and connections with East Lothian and the gap in the
borders area Midlothian OWL are nearly complete in merging with the Borders OWL
Group to form the South East Scotland OWL Group. The group will be looking ahead
to the 2026/27 season and an update will be shared with the wider network shortly after
the committee members have taken a well earned summer break.
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S Branching out at Dalbeatie Foreﬁ

by Susan Ribbens, Branching Out Officer, D& G OWL

10 weeks in and growing!

Back in April this year, Branching Out arrived at
Dalbeattie Forest thanks to successful funding from
Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway, The National
Lottery Community Fund and DGOWL.

Each Wednesday we welcome participants to spend
time outdoors, connect with others and enjoy all the
benefits that nature can bring. The programme
supports people experiencing mental health challenges,
living with long term health conditions or in alcohol
and drug recovery, providing a safe, welcoming and
non-judgemental space to spend time in nature and
with others who understand that everyone's journey is
different.

Fast forward just ten weeks and it's hard to imagine
Wednesday mornings and afternoons at Dalbeattie
without the sound of laughter around the fire, the
smell of campfire cooking and groups of people
heading off into the woods to try something new.

For some, walking into the woods on that first day felt
like a huge step. For others, it was simply the
opportunity to get out of the house, meet new people
and give something different atry.

Since April we've built shelters, lit fires, made mallets,
aged and identified trees, foraged, tried hapa zome,
practised yoga and tai chi amongst the trees and
discovered that sharing tea around a campfire can
sometimes be just as important as any planned
activity.

The programme continues to attract new referrals and
we're keen to spread the word even further.For now
though, we're enjoying seeing the programme settle
into life at Dalbeattie and watching participants make
the woodland their own.
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We are excited to announce that there are now some short films

+ showing how to deliver the Sensory Woodland Stories activities,

THE GO TO SLEEP TREE

£

. including one in Gaelic.
- To view these please visit the OWL Scotland YouTube Channel-
" https://www.youtube.com/@outdoorandwoodlandlearning4580/videos

. In addition to this Ailie Findlay has also added two new stories to
- wake a sev . . .

using the “crunchy” fabric that you can find in baby 1oys for the nolse of the dry leaw thlS I'CSOUI'CC, The GO TO Sleep Tree and The Splder m the Tree.

# sorne of thas from an okd buby toy snd pes # in s litgle deswstringbag.

brmbosadelurapius | mesemmpteirnmtuiatnnibanbiony | [|11= (= | 0s s e s a0 oo o e i e Lt )

+ewo sounsds may be enough if you are telling this s a genthe tale. If you want the stor

osUecly and o conkd dd 1 e lloring towards woodland canopies, so that our wonderful woodlands can

¢ pairs of shoes and boces B make the Extsteps of the different charactens. Try having
ich varicty 2s possble (for examiie, wellies, baby shoes, flip-fops, e2c.). Put the shoes «

il sl s sogho o e g ~ be enjoyed and embraced by everyone.
y:wnx-:l:-';:::::u::nj:::‘:’Llumm«rnhm-w soencunie falls ssleep? Look on .
e it g bl i Link to both story downloads here -_https://owlscotland.org/
Remerndet - these props and the suggestions st the end see it all toys, so should
ool Sehandiodiy ikl nades mperviton ~ resource_age group/additional-needs/

Family Forest Bag Case Study

A case study showing great examples of how West Johnstone ELCC, winners of the 2025 Scotland’s
Finest Woods Awards early years category, use the Family Forest Bag to engage families with their
local woodlands as a follow on at home after forest kindergarten sessions.

Family Forest Bag Case Study — OWLS

OWL Scotland Resource Leaflet

The OWL Scotland Resource Leaflet has been updated to include many of the great new resources
that can be downloaded for free from the OWL Scotland website. There is also the OWL Scotland
YouTube Channel which contains not only the Sensory Woodland Stories clips, but also clips on

useful information on practical elements of setting up outdoor nurseries and knot skills.



https://www.youtube.com/%40outdoorandwoodlandlearning4580/videos
https://owlscotland.org/resource_age_group/additional-needs/
https://owlscotland.org/resource_age_group/additional-needs/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/family-forest-bag-case-study/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/owl-scotland-resource-leaflet/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0_4WmrMPu4SCgvIJAGnkkw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0_4WmrMPu4SCgvIJAGnkkw
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/about-us/our-work/core-research-programmes-2021-26/programme-3-societal-benefits-of-trees-woods-and-forests/
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Nature Discovery Map Scotland

The NDMS is an exciting new toolkit for schools that support
Learning for Sustainability. There are 6 map-based tools in the
toolkit which allow schools to LOOK, DISCOVER, PLAN, ACT
and LOOK AGAIN at the nature around them.

The toolkit can provide opportunities for digital and practical
learning as well as supporting schools to deliver awards programmes
and projects like Eco-Schools.

. You can learn more at the NDMS hub.

Upcoming grants - Funding for Forestry and FOLA courses

The Future Forestry Training Fund and Women in Forestry Practical Training Fund were established by
Scottish Forestry to support those relatively new to forestry (FFT) and women (WIF) in this industry by
providing the opportunity to develop their skills relating to the practicalities of forestry practice as well as
wider business and sustainability skills, in order to help them secure, sustain and progress their careers.

FOLA is one training programme that can be applied for but there are restrictions for this category (more
information available on the website).

For more information on these two funding categories please visit Browse Badges - Skills Hub Scotland

OWL Scotland Website

Eilidh.Malcolm@forestry.gov.scot

local OWL Scotland Groups

Click Here

click here.



https://skillshub.scot/badges
https://owlscotland.org/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/?s=bulletin
https://nature-discovery-map-scotland-ndms.hub.arcgis.com/
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