THE SPIDER IN THE TREE

This story is perfect for telling outside. On a fine day, you could
encourage your child(ren) to sit or lie down underneath a big old tree
and look up into the branches as you tell it. It is also suitable for telling
to a child who is unable to spend time outdoors in nature (for example,
because they are in hospital). We have included some prop suggestions
which will be particularly useful for children in this situation, and/or for
children with additional needs. Feel free to use as many or as few of the
props as you wish, or to adapt them to suit your child or children.

Prop suggestions to make a sensory story:

e A small tin or Tupperware container with beans or similar inside. Shake
this to make the noise of the squirrel throwing her acorns all around.

e An owl-call whistle — it is quite easy to find these online.

e A woodpecker rattle. (Look for this online.) Alternatively, you could
quickly bang two clave sticks together.

A piece of blue silk fabric or a blue silk scarf for the sky.

e A hand warmer in a little bag for the warmth of the sun.

* You could also include twigs and leaves in your story.
Try these actions for the story:

Use an ‘Incy Wincy Spider’ type of action for the spider climbing the tree.
Or if your child enjoys it, you could make the ‘pitter-patter’ by dancing
your fingertips lightly up and down on the back of your child’s hand.

When the squirrel, owl and woodpecker snap at the spider, you could clap
your hands together horizontally to make the noise and action.

Remember — these %rops are not all toys, so should only be handled
y children under supervision.
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‘Me, said the spider. ‘I am going to the But Small Spider went right on climbing.

green green leaves at the top of the tree.

Once a small spider was climbing up

a tall tree. Snip snap in the forest

Snip snap in the tree
Snip snap in the forest
You won’t snap me!
Pit, pat, pit, pat, pit, pat, pit ...

‘I will eat you up!’ [Fiercely.]
And...

‘Snap!’ went the owl.
[Make a ‘snap’ as above.]

‘I am going to the green green leaves at the
top, said Small Spider.

She climbed and she climbed and she
climbed. [Use one of the actions

suggested above.| Pi : % ’

; : : i A Small Spider was too quick, and he missed! LBIBatIPIGIRAL PIIRALIPIEE

Who's that pitter-pattering on my tree?

said Red Squirrel. [Say this very fiercely!] Fit, pat, pit, pat, pit, pat, pit ..

‘Hoo, hoo,’ said the owl. ‘
[Use actions as above.]

‘How dar P [Us l-call whistle.
‘Me,’ said the spider. ‘[ am going to the gucareyaul ilichouraiiboall whisde

green green leaves at the top of the tree.’ The spider climbed right up the trunk of

the tree, along the branches and along the
twigs to the very top.

There was the blue sky. [Use the blue
fabric/scarf. Drape it over your child,
if they would enjoy that. Or just hold it
above them.]

But Small Spider went right on climbing.

Snip snap in the forest
Snip snap in the tree
Snip snap in the forest
You won’t snap me!
Pit, pat, pit, pat, pit, pat, pit ...
[Use actions as above.]

‘I will eat you up!” said the squirrel.
[Fiercely!]

And ...
‘Snap!’ [Make a ‘snap’ as suggested above.]

Small Spider was too quick, and she

missed! And the warm sun.

“Who's that pitter-pattering on my tree?’ [Let them feel the hand warmer]

She was so cross she threw her acorns all said Great Spotted Woodpecker. [Fiercely.]

A ¢ . » ,
around. [Use your shaker to make the noise.] Who is that at the very top of me?” said the

‘Me,’ said the spider. ‘I am going to the tree. [Use a deep voice for the tree.]

But the spider went right on climbing. green green leaves at the top of the tree.

‘Me, said the spider. ‘[ am in the green

Snip snap in the forest green leaves at the top of the tree.

Snip snap in the tree
Snip snap in the forest
You won’t snap me!
Pit, pat, pit, pat, pit, pat, pit ...
[Use one of the actions suggested above.]

‘I will eat you up!’ [Fiercely.]
And...

‘Snap!’ went the woodpecker.
[Make a ‘snap’ as above.]

“You're very welcome, said the tree.
‘There is room for everyone.

And so Small Spider spun her web and
lived very happily there right at the top of
the tree.

Small Spider was too quick, and he missed!

‘Knock, knock, knock, knock, knock, went
the woodpecker on the tree. He was angry.
[Use your woodpecker rattle.]

“Who's that pitter-pattering on my tree?’
said Tawny Owl. [Fiercely.]
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