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Welcome to the winter edition of the OWL Scotland Bulletin. All our local OWL groups have been
delivering a great range of outdoor learning opportunities in their regions. OWL Scotland is delighted to
offer ‘Music in the Woods’ training sessions from January to March 2026 and there is an online screening
of the ‘Three Words for Forest’ film on the 9™ of December. Don’t miss the information on funding
opportunities on page 9 and an update on the new peatland qualification for secondary schools on page 9.
Scotland’s Finest Woods Award 2026 will open on the 7" of January.

OWL Scotland needs your help to understand more about employment in the outdoor woodland learning
sector in Scotland. Can you help us by following the link to the short questionnaire (details on page 4) and
sharing with your networks? Don’t miss your chance to win a free place at the Dounans weekend!

Visit our events pages and local OWL group pages for more details.

Diary of Upcoming Events & Opportunities

9 Dec, 7-9pm: Online screening/discussion ‘Three Words for Forest’

Dec 2025 to Feb 2026: Employment in Outdoor Education Survey. Don’t
miss your chance to win a free place at the Dounans Skill Share Weekend!

Jan to Mar 2026: ‘Music in the Woods’ Training Sessions
24 Jan, 9am-3.30pm, Perth, Kinnoull Hill, (bookings)
21 Feb, 9am-3.30pm, Midlothian, Clifton Hall School (bookings)
7 Mar, 9am-3.30pm, S. Lanarkshire, Chatelherault C. Park (bookings)
14 Mar, 9am-3.30pm, Dumf. & Gall., Hardgate P. School (bookings)

7 Jan: Launch of Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards 2026

Funding: Tesco Stronger Starts Fund through Greenspace Scotland

Funding: Learning Through Landscapes, ‘My Nature Play’, closes 4" Jan

For local OWL events please see the OWL Group updates and also the
OWL Scotland events page



https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://www.sfwa.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-perth/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://owlscotland.org/event/7080/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-south-lanarkshire/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-dumfries-and-galloway/
https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/grant-funding
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/my-nature-play/
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Courses, Events, Awards

Music in the Woods Courses! Book Your Place
OWL Scotland is delighted to announce course dates 24 Jan, 9am-3.30pm, Perth, Kinnoull Hill, (bookings)

:::)::::es for the wonderful Music in the Woods 21 Feb, 9am-3.30pm, Midlothian, Clifton Hall School
; (bookings)

Kate Hookham will equip participants with the
knowledge and skills to use wood in an outdoor setting 7 Mar, 9am-3.30pm, S. Lanarkshire, Chatelherault

to make several simple musical instruments. This will Country Park (bookings)

provide information about the nature of wood and how 14 Mar, 9am-3.30pm, Dumfries & Galloway,

Hardgate Primary School (bookings)

to use tools to create the instruments; as well as
suggested follow-on games and activities which support
the learning context across the curriculum.This training
session is for teachers, early years professionals,
outdoor practitioners and anyone invovled in learning
outdoors.

To download a copy of this lovely resource please

click here.

‘Three Words for Forest’

Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards 2026

It’s that time of year again. The Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards will be
open for applications from the 7" of January 2026. The entries for the Early
Years and Schools categories will be open for submissions until the 31t of
March. This is a great chance to showcase your work. Why not take a look
at case studies from previous winners for tips on how to take part?



https://owlscotland.org/resources/music-in-the-woods/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-perth/
https://owlscotland.org/event/7080/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-south-lanarkshire/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-dumfries-and-galloway/
https://www.sfwa.co.uk/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/scotlands-finest-woods-awards-case-studies-schools-and-early-years-categories/
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Employment Survey

Have your say: tell us about employment in the outdoor woodland learning sector.
Take part in the survey and enter the prize draw to win a free place at the OWL
Scotland February skill share weekend!

OWL Scotland is working to understand employment trends in the
outdoor woodland learning sector in Scotland. We have developed a very
short questionnaire to give us an overview of how many people are E":;%m.m.,m
employed in the sector, what types of employment are available and where :
they are located. We are also trying to get a better understanding of the wormH
job descriptions and profiles within outdoor woodland learning. v

frm Priemary Wood Processing

3,690
This is your chance to win a free place at the OWL Scotland Skill Share il
Weekend at Dounans Outdoor Centre, Aberfoyle, from the 27" February
to the 1° March 2026. One winner will be drawn from the submissions and 1300 18,130
given a free place at the event being held at Dounans Outdoor Centre. If
the winner is already booked we will refund their fee. The prize will not be =
transferable to another person but if the winner is unable to attend they

can claim a free place at our next Networking Event in 2027.

’%9 R Economic [mpact of Farest
e

Based Actlvities in Scotland
The survey should only take a few minutes to complete. The link will be

open until the 9" of February 2026. If you are able to share the link with
your own networks it will enable us to get a better view of the sector.
Please click here to access the link and to share it with your networks.

This survey will add more detail on woodland education to supplement the
findings of recent report assessing the forestry sector, ‘Economic Impact
of Forest Based Activities in Scotland.’” This report found that forestry
employs around 34,000 people and contributes about £1.1 billion to the
Scottish economy.

Training & Qualifications in Outdoor and Woodland Learning Scotland

There are many different ways to get involved in outdoor and woodland learning in Scotland. There are also specific
qualifications which give you training to become an educator in the sector.

OWL Scotland has a range of information and resources on Forest School and Forest Kindergarten including the
Forest School Scotland Resources Pack. There are a range of providers for the different forest and outdoor learning
courses in Scotland.

Forest School Leader (Forest and Outdoor Learning Awards FOLA, level 8, SCQF)_

Forest Kindergarten Award SCQF Level 7



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://www.forestry.gov.scot/sites/default/files/pub-documents/Economic-impact-of-forest-based-activities-in-scotland-2024.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.scot/sites/default/files/pub-documents/Economic-impact-of-forest-based-activities-in-scotland-2024.pdf
https://owlscotland.org/woodland-learning/forest-school/#:~:text=Forest%20School%20is%20a%20long,outdoor%2C%20preferably%20woodland%2C%20environment.
https://owlscotland.org/woodland-learning/forest-kindergarten/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/forest-school-scotland-resource-pack/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/forest-school-scotland-resource-pack/
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/training-providers/outlet-train-educate-play/forest-school-leader-training-forest-and-outdoor-leader-award-fola-level-8-scqf/
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/training-providers/outlet-train-educate-play/forest-school-leader-training-forest-and-outdoor-leader-award-fola-level-8-scqf/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/82694.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/82694.html
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Northern Scotland

NORTH EAST OWL GROUPS
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WEST COAST OWL GROUPS
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ishes



https://www.facebook.com/groups/589944597844605

Woodiand c Round Up Local OWL Groups

earnlng

CENTRAL REGION OWL GROUPS

Mid and East Lothian OWL Group MEOWL

The Chair has been busy working with the Queen Margaret University staff
on a way forward for them to be involved in OWL. The meetings have
resulted in East Lothian formally joining the Midlothian group to create
MEOWL. At the writing of this Bulletin the Borders OWL group

are also in the process of joining MEOWL which would create a Southeast
OWL Group. The name of which is yet to be decided, but SEOWL has a
nice ring to it!

Thanks to our wonderful East Lothian Members we held our first two-day Skill Share Event (SSE) in Dunbar,
20th to 21st September 2025, on the coast of Belhaven Bay. The event was based out of the fabulous Belhaven
Bay Surf School and focused on coastal flora, fauna, foraging, crafts and wellbeing. Diane led with a beach
yoga session, followed by a seaweed forage and identification ending in a delicious variety of seaweed
delicacies. Corinna ran a fun filled crafting session in the afternoon exploiting driftwood, stones and shells.

It is the time of year as we wrap up the annual admin with insurance payments and run ourAutumn Christmas
Crafts themed SSE. Tickets were a sell out for the event which took place at Clifton Hall School on 30th

November 2025.
The Committee are very grateful for our active members, and we will be reviewing the nactive membership in

line with GDPR best practice. In the new year we look forward to our pring Skill Share Event, running a stall
at the Midlothian event ‘Vogrie Pogire’ and the OWLScotland event at the Dounans Centre in Aberfoyle.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator
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SOUTHERN REGION

Welcome to DGOWL

Dumiries and Galloway Outdoor and Woodiand Leaming Group (DEOWL) CIC is a i
network connecting a community passionate about outdoor learning and wellbein
across our ragion. Discover our projects, join our meetings, and get involved inenhc
outdoor learning and wallbeing opportunities for all ages.

What We Do

DEOWL Is a regional netwerk — an infermal
mix of people with an interest in cutdoor
laarming, including school and nursery
practitioners, teachers and aducators, Forest
School and Beach School Leaders, Branching
Qut Leaders, countryside rangers,
organisations, charities and individuals.
Explore our services and programmes
designed to anrich outdoor learning
experiences ocross Dumfiries and Galloway,
build connections, and encourage a deeper Qur Branching Out initiative g
appreciation of the natural environment, transtormative outdoor learr
experiences that engage particip)

local noture and enhance well
Learn Mare

Branching Out


http://www.dgowl.co.uk/
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New Peatland SQA Qualification for Secondary Schools

The Crichton Carbon Centre has developed a course “Introduction to
Peatlands”, a Customised Award qualification that has been SCQF credit
rated by SQA and is available to secondary schools.

There are some funded places provided by Peatland Action to do this
qualification. Contact c.mainprize@carboncentre.org to apply. There are
also ready made resources for teachers to deliver this course. Please
contact Phoebe Gray, info@carboncentre.org, for more information.

This comprehensive qualification covers everything pupils require to gain a
solid understanding of peatlands and their role in the water and carbon
cycles, biodiversity, land-uses, and their degradation and restoration. It is
designed to complement existing qualifications such as Environmental
Sciences.



https://www.carboncentre.org/post/new-peatland-qualification-launched-for-secondary-schools
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
mailto:c.mainprize@carboncentre.org
mailto:info@carboncentre.org
https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/grant-funding
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/my-nature-play/
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Resources & Contacts

OWL Scotland has a wide range of free downloadable resources and videos for a wide

range of age groups. Visit our Resources Page for more information.

NatureScot has a webpage dedicated to free resources and projects related to outdoor
education. Click here to find out more about the Nature Discovery Map Scotland, the

other resources.

Why not take part in citizen science projects in Scotland? You can engage with nature
learning and contribute to gathering key data about different species from wild plants to
sea creatures. NatureScot has collected a range of different Scottish citizen science
projects in one place so that you can choose a project that suits you and your group.
Click here for more information.

Citizen science - guidance, learning and resources

s 4/ NatureScot
G Nadaralbs

Recording apps: help with 1D, and managing data

Cltizen Scienca indoars

Citizan Science biodiversity surveys

Birds

Amphibians and Repliles

Invertabrates

Plants

Mammals

Marine recording

Invasive Non-Native Species

Freshwater Surveys

Young People - Leaming Outdoors and Developing Ski Biliar iodhiarsity sunieyt

Contacts
OWL Scotland Website

local OWL Scotland
Groups Click Here

Eilidh.Malcolm@forestry.gov.scot

click here.


https://owlscotland.org/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/?s=bulletin
https://owlscotland.org/find-a-resource/
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/nature-discovery-map-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/schools-camera-trapping-project
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/learning-local-greenspace
https://www.nature.scot/citizenscience

