
For local OWL events please see the OWL Group updates and also the
OWL Scotland events page 

OWL Scotland Bulletin
December 2025

Diary of Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

Welcome to the winter edition of the OWL Scotland Bulletin. All our local OWL groups have been
delivering a great range of outdoor learning opportunities in their regions. OWL Scotland is delighted to
offer ‘Music in the Woods’ training sessions from January to March 2026 and there is an online screening
of the ‘Three Words for Forest’ film on the 9  of December. Don’t miss the information on funding
opportunities on page 9 and an update on the new peatland qualification for secondary schools on page 9.
Scotland’s Finest Woods Award 2026 will open on the 7  of January. 

th

th

OWL Scotland needs your help to understand more about employment in the outdoor woodland learning
sector in Scotland. Can you help us by following the link to the short questionnaire (details on page 4) and
sharing with your networks? Don’t miss your chance to win a free place at the Dounans weekend!
Visit our events pages and local OWL group pages for more details. 
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7 Jan: Launch of Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards 2026 

9 Dec, 7-9pm: Online screening/discussion  ‘Three Words for Forest’

24 Jan,  9am-3.30pm, Perth, Kinnoull Hill, (bookings)
Jan to Mar 2026: ‘Music in the Woods’ Training Sessions

Dec 2025 to Feb 2026: Employment in Outdoor Education Survey. Don’t
miss your chance to win a free place at the Dounans Skill Share Weekend!

21 Feb,  9am-3.30pm, Midlothian, Clifton Hall School (bookings)
7 Mar,  9am-3.30pm, S. Lanarkshire, Chatelherault C. Park (bookings)

14 Mar,  9am-3.30pm, Dumf. & Gall., Hardgate P. School (bookings)

Funding: Tesco Stronger Starts Fund through Greenspace Scotland 
Funding: Learning Through Landscapes, ‘My Nature Play’, closes 4  Janth

https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://www.sfwa.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-perth/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://owlscotland.org/event/7080/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-south-lanarkshire/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-dumfries-and-galloway/
https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/grant-funding
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/my-nature-play/


Courses, Events, Awards

OWL Scotland is delighted to announce course dates
and venues for the wonderful Music in the Woods
resource!
Kate Hookham will equip participants with the
knowledge and skills to use wood in an outdoor setting
to make several simple musical instruments. This will
provide information about the nature of wood and how
to use tools to create the instruments; as well as
suggested follow-on games and activities which support
the learning context across the curriculum.This training
session is for teachers, early years professionals,
outdoor practitioners and anyone invovled in learning
outdoors.
To download a copy of this lovely resource please 
click here. 

Music in the Woods Courses!

Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards 2026

‘Three Words for Forest’ Screening & Discussion 9  Dec 7-9pmth

‘Three Words for Forest’ is a new play that draws on interviews with 30 forest
practitioners, ecologists and policy-makers from across the UK and Europe to
understand the challenges of making decisions in the face of multiple risks and
deep uncertainties. In a context of changing climate, increased threats from pests
and diseases, timber shortages, shifting governmental priorities, global inequities,
and emergent research, what actions do, can or should we take? What are the
options and barriers? And how do we make decisions in the face of multiple risks,
conflicting solutions and polarised opinions?
We will be joined by the play's creators, Prof Dee Heddon and Dr Rachel Clive
(Glasgow University).
Audience/viewer feedback:
"It helped me understand a whole unseen world of forestry and the worries that
surround these issues."
"A really beautiful and touching piece."
"Having the wide range of voices given equal weight was brilliant – it highlighted
the need for folk to get together collectively."
The event is free, but places should be booked here. 

Book Your Place

24 Jan,  9am-3.30pm, Perth, Kinnoull Hill, (bookings)

21 Feb,  9am-3.30pm, Midlothian, Clifton Hall School
(bookings)

7 Mar,  9am-3.30pm, S. Lanarkshire, Chatelherault
Country Park (bookings)

14 Mar,  9am-3.30pm, Dumfries & Galloway, 
Hardgate Primary School (bookings)

It’s that time of year again. The Scotland’s Finest Woods Awards will be
open for applications from the 7  of January 2026. The entries for the Early
Years and Schools categories will be open for submissions until the 31t of
March. This is a great chance to showcase your work. Why not take a look
at case studies from previous winners for tips on how to take part? 

th

https://owlscotland.org/resources/music-in-the-woods/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-words-for-forest-screening-discussion-tickets-1908830345949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-perth/
https://owlscotland.org/event/7080/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-south-lanarkshire/
https://owlscotland.org/event/music-in-the-woods-dumfries-and-galloway/
https://www.sfwa.co.uk/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/scotlands-finest-woods-awards-case-studies-schools-and-early-years-categories/


OWL Scotland 2025 in Pictures



Employment Survey 

OWL Scotland is working to understand employment trends in the
outdoor woodland learning sector in Scotland. We have developed a very
short questionnaire to give us an overview of how many people are
employed in the sector, what types of employment are available and where
they are located. We are also trying to get a better understanding of the
job descriptions and profiles within outdoor woodland learning. 

This is your chance to win a free place at the OWL Scotland Skill Share
Weekend at Dounans Outdoor Centre, Aberfoyle, from the 27  February
to the 1  March 2026. One winner will be drawn from the submissions and
given a free place at the event being held at Dounans Outdoor Centre. If
the winner is already booked we will refund their fee. The prize will not be
transferable to another person but if the winner is unable to attend they
can claim a free place at our next Networking Event in 2027. 

th

st

The survey should only take a few minutes to complete. The link will be
open until the 9  of February 2026. If you are able to share the link with
your own networks it will enable us to get a better view of the sector.
Please click here to access the link and to share it with your networks.

th

This survey will add more detail on woodland education to supplement the
findings of recent report assessing the forestry sector, ‘Economic Impact
of Forest Based Activities in Scotland.’ This report found that forestry
employs around 34,000 people and contributes about £1.1 billion to the
Scottish economy.

Have your say: tell us about employment in the outdoor woodland learning sector.
Take part in the survey and enter the prize draw to win a free place at the OWL
Scotland February skill share weekend!

Training & Qualifications in Outdoor and Woodland Learning Scotland 

There are many different ways to get involved in outdoor and woodland learning in Scotland. There are also specific
qualifications which give you training to become an educator in the sector. 

OWL Scotland has a range of information and resources on Forest School and Forest Kindergarten including the
Forest School Scotland Resources Pack.  There are a range of providers for the different forest and outdoor learning
courses in Scotland. 

Forest School Leader (Forest and Outdoor Learning Awards FOLA, level 8, SCQF) 

Forest Kindergarten Award SCQF Level 7 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG8yN49IqLLa1L4UiDsp_4ZYwYzg5Dmnx2dX0GSvjDkJug7A/viewform?usp=header
https://www.forestry.gov.scot/sites/default/files/pub-documents/Economic-impact-of-forest-based-activities-in-scotland-2024.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.scot/sites/default/files/pub-documents/Economic-impact-of-forest-based-activities-in-scotland-2024.pdf
https://owlscotland.org/woodland-learning/forest-school/#:~:text=Forest%20School%20is%20a%20long,outdoor%2C%20preferably%20woodland%2C%20environment.
https://owlscotland.org/woodland-learning/forest-kindergarten/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/forest-school-scotland-resource-pack/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/forest-school-scotland-resource-pack/
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/training-providers/outlet-train-educate-play/forest-school-leader-training-forest-and-outdoor-leader-award-fola-level-8-scqf/
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/training-providers/outlet-train-educate-play/forest-school-leader-training-forest-and-outdoor-leader-award-fola-level-8-scqf/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/82694.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/82694.html


Round Up Local OWL Groups

North Highland OWL

North East Region OWL  (OWLNEG)

Northern Scotland

South Highland OWL

NORTH EAST OWL GROUPS

On Saturday 27 th of September 2025 OWLNEG worked in
partnership with Oyne Primary School to deliver a one day nature
connection event to Inverurie cluster schools.

South Highland OWL have been having great fun recently with two
brilliant workshops. On the 4  of October we were ‘dancing in the
storm’ with Louise  Marshall of Eden Court Theatre and Cinema, and
on the 15  of November we were making peg looms with Alison Marr
at the Highland Wildlife Park. 

th

th

North Highland OWL have
been busy making beautiful
winter lanterns at Evanston
Community Woodlands. 

The event provided a great opportunity to gain new ideas and inspiration
as well as the chance to network with other schools. The workshops aimed
to teach participants practical skills and knowledge or give them
confidence to try things for the first time including stream dipping,
introduction to tools for woodland crafts, marvellous mini beasts and how
to tell a tale and keep youngsters engaged.

We have organised in partnership with Willow Lohr a series of crafty
workshops, some of which are only for OWLNEG committeemembers
CPD, and others are being advertised to our wider network. The first
workshop ‘Oracles: What are they and how can they be used?’ was
delivered at the Arthur Grant Centre, Monymusk on the 2nd of December
for our OWL committee members Christmas get-together, and we are also
having a ‘pot luck’ Christmas lunch.

The second workshop, ‘Peg looming’, is on Saturday 27th January
at Blairs Loch, Forres and the third, ‘Three things to do with kids in
the woods’, is on Saturday 7 th March, Aller Croft, Huntly. We are also
planning 2 workshop on the February in-service days. 



Round Up Local OWL Groups

Northern Scotland 

Moray OWL
Moray OWL held their AGM at the Moray OWL Shed on the 29  of September.
There were two great workshops on the 1  of November. The Safe Use of Fire
training session was held at Blair Lochs and the participants at the Green
Woodworking event made wooden mushrooms, spatulas, butter knives and
mallets.

th

st

WEST COAST OWL GROUPS

Argyll OWL 
Argyll OWL are holding an online group meeting on
the 1  of December. Follow the Facebook page for
details. 

st

West Coast OWL have had to postpone our FIRE AND
PINE Networking event on the Isle of Skye. We are now
aiming for the Spring Equinox SAT March 21st. It will
still be on Isle of Skye. Venue tbc. 

West Dumbartonshire OWL are delighted to
announce the winners of our Lost Words Art
competition. Thank you to everyone who took
part and congratulations to our winners. 

!st Prize went to the United Achievers Award at
Hop, Skip and Jump. The group visited Inler
Park and foraged their own brambles, leaves,
sticks and stones to create their own natural art
materials. They made blackberry ink by crushing
the berries and then they made their own
individual art works,

2  Prize went to Wilma’s Wishes Community
Group working with St Michael’s Primary School
found acorns and conkers to create their own art
pieces. 

nd

West Dumbartonshire OWL 

West Coast OWL 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/589944597844605


Round Up Local OWL Groups

Mid and East Lothian OWL Group MEOWL

The Chair has been busy working with the Queen Margaret University staff
on a way forward for them to be involved in OWL. The meetings have
resulted in East Lothian formally joining the Midlothian group to create
MEOWL. At the writing of this Bulletin the Borders OWL group
are also in the process of joining MEOWL which would create a Southeast
OWL Group. The name of which is yet to be decided, but SEOWL has a
nice ring to it!

CENTRAL REGION OWL GROUPS

Tayside OWL 
Tayside OWL have been busy in the past few months. We have hosted
workshops on ‘Using Fire in Kindergarten Settings’ and ‘An Introduction to
Tools’ at the Shed, Kinnoull Hill, in November. West Fife OWL held a
networking event at Balwearie High School on the 20  of November. th

POP Playgroup 

Tayside Networking Event: 7  Feb  10 to 1 at Camperdown Park (bookings)th

POP has had a very successful 2025 with us increasing the capacity to 20 families per session after having
people on the waiting list to come to sessions. We had Laura from Bushcraft Bairns come out in March to
deliver an Ogham session. Catherine from Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust came and did a Wild Journey
session where we did some bird watching, made bird feeders and toasted marshmallows. One of our
grandparents ran a felting workshop in June where the children made some magic stones. We ran some
sessions over the summer where we explored hapazome, making paint from foraged berries and charcoal,
water play, stone painting alongside exploring the woods. We were fortunate to have 2 chef parents this year
and the children got to take part in a cookie decorating session. We raised £398 at Thomas Farms blueberry
pick in Blairgowrie. 

This will be a great morning of workshops, networking, resource-sharing and seeing what OWL Tayside/OWL
Scotland is all about It is a free event, and you can sign up through Eventbrite. 

Thanks to our wonderful East Lothian Members we held our first two-day Skill Share Event (SSE) in Dunbar,
20th to 21st September 2025, on the coast of Belhaven Bay. The event was based out of the fabulous Belhaven
Bay Surf School and focused on coastal flora, fauna, foraging, crafts and wellbeing. Diane led with a beach
yoga session, followed by a seaweed forage and identification ending in a delicious variety of seaweed
delicacies. Corinna ran a fun filled crafting session in the afternoon exploiting driftwood, stones and shells.

It is the time of year as we wrap up the annual admin with insurance payments and run ourAutumn Christmas
Crafts themed SSE. Tickets were a sell out for the event which took place at Clifton Hall School on 30th
November 2025.
The Committee are very grateful for our active members, and we will be reviewing the nactive membership in
line with GDPR best practice. In the new year we look forward to our pring Skill Share Event, running a stall
at the Midlothian event ‘Vogrie Pogire’ and the OWLScotland event at the Dounans Centre in Aberfoyle.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tayside-owl-group-networking-event-tickets-1674480639669?aff=oddtdtcreator


Round Up Local OWL Groups

Dumfries & Galloway OWL

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY OWL

SOUTHERN REGION

With our new DGOWL Branching Out Project
Officer, Susan Ribbens in place, October has been a
busy and productive month for DGOWL. We held
our AGM on 8th October and are now planning a
series of outdoor learning skill shares for 2026.
Several funding applications have been submitted to
support Branching Out in 2026, including to Awards
for All, Creative Communities, TSDG and The
Ramblers Association.
Work continues on our new DGOWL website,
which is now live, and on updating governance
policies.
We participated in the TSDG Mental Health
Forum, Comfort and Disturb: Creativity in Mental
Health and Wellbeing, which explored the role of
creative practice in supporting community wellbeing
across Dumfries and Galloway.

We’re looking forward to connecting with more partners and educators over the coming months, sharing
ideas, and developing new opportunities to promote outdoor learning, wellbeing and collaboration across
Dumfries and Galloway.

http://www.dgowl.co.uk/


Funding & Projects 

New Peatland SQA Qualification for Secondary Schools

Ash Rise Exhibition - New Venues
The inspirational Ash Rise Exhibition coordinated by the Scottish
Furniture Makers Association has added a range of new venues.
Click here for details.

DRUM CASTLE, Banchory, Aberdeenshire, 
20th April 2026 to 9  October 2026th

Upcoming Grants

The Crichton Carbon Centre has developed a course “Introduction to
Peatlands”, a Customised Award qualification that has been SCQF credit
rated by SQA and is available to secondary schools. 

There are some funded places provided by Peatland Action to do this
qualification. Contact c.mainprize@carboncentre.org to apply. There are
also ready made resources for teachers to deliver this course. Please
contact Phoebe Gray, info@carboncentre.org, for more information. 

This comprehensive qualification covers everything pupils require to gain a
solid understanding of peatlands and their role in the water and carbon
cycles, biodiversity, land-uses, and their degradation and restoration. It is
designed to complement existing qualifications such as Environmental
Sciences.

Tesco Stronger Starts funds a wide range of projects - improving school playgrounds, growing and
food projects, outdoor play and purchasing kit for healthy activities. Projects that include a food
element (e.g. providing healthy snack or lunch) are currently being prioritised.The scheme provides
grants of up to £1500 to local projects from across the whole of Scotland. It is open to all local
authorities, registered charities and not-for-profit organisations.  We particularly need applications
for projects in Scottish towns and villages. Applications are supported through Greenspace
Scotland. Click here for more information. 

Learning Through Landscape: ‘My Nature Play’ Fund. Applications close on the 4  of January. th

Learning Through Landscapes wants every child across the UK to have the opportunity to play,
explore, and learn outdoors every day. Between February 2026 and July 2028, My Nature Play will
be delivered across 170 early years settings throughout England, Wales and Scotland. Click here for
more information on ‘My Nature Play’ and how to apply. 

https://www.carboncentre.org/post/new-peatland-qualification-launched-for-secondary-schools
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
mailto:c.mainprize@carboncentre.org
mailto:info@carboncentre.org
https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/grant-funding
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/my-nature-play/


Resources & Contacts

Contacts 
Visit the OWL Scotland Website for a wide range
of resources and information and links to local
OWL groups. 

Find out more about your local OWL Scotland
Groups across Scotland. Click Here 

For more information about the work of OWL
Scotland please email Eilidh Malcolm
(Eilidh.Malcolm@forestry.gov.scot) 

To subscribe to this newsletter click here.

OWL Scotland has a wide range of free downloadable resources and videos for a wide
range of age groups.  Visit our Resources Page for more information.

NatureScot has a webpage dedicated to free resources and projects related to outdoor
education. Click here to find out more about the Nature Discovery Map Scotland, the
Schools Camera Trapping Project, the Learning in Local Greenspace Project, and many
other resources. 

Why not take part in citizen science projects in Scotland? You can engage with nature
learning and contribute to gathering key data about different species from wild plants to
sea creatures. NatureScot has collected a range of different Scottish citizen science
projects in one place so that you can choose a project that suits you and your group. 
Click here for more information. 

https://owlscotland.org/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/?s=bulletin
https://owlscotland.org/find-a-resource/
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/nature-discovery-map-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/schools-camera-trapping-project
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/young-people-learning-outdoors-and-developing-skills/learning-local-greenspace
https://www.nature.scot/citizenscience

