
For local OWL events please see the OWL Group updates and
also the OWL Scotland events page 

OWL Scotland Bulletin
August 2025

Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

Welcome to the late summer edition of the OWL Scotland Bulletin. We are getting ready for the summer
networking event at the Pillars of Hercules on the 29  to the 31  of August. We have a brilliant new
resource on ‘Music in the Woods’ with training sessions coming soon. The Fire and Tool Use in Early Years
Courses are now open to early years practitioners. As always the local OWL groups have been busy during
the summer and there are a wide range of opportunities coming up in the autumn. Visit our events pages and
local OWL group pages for more details. 
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29-31 Aug OWL Scotland Networking Event, Pillars of
Hercules, Fife

20 Sep, 9am-4pm, Using Tools in Early Years, Abriachan
Forest Trust

4 Oct, 9am-3.30pm, Using Fires in Early Years, Abriachan
Forest Trust

4 Oct, 9am-4pm, Using Tools in Early Years, Kinnoull Hill, Perth

8 Nov, 9am-4pm, Using Fires in Early Years, Kinnoull Hill, Perth

*Save the Date* OWL Scotland Spring Networking Event,
Dounans Outdoor Centre, 27 Feb to 1 March 2026

Job Opportunity Dumfries & Galloway OWL, Deadline 12  Aug. th

Music in the Woods training sessions dates to be confirmed

https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/


Resources & Courses

*NEW* Learning Resource 
Music in the Woods

Training Courses in Tools and Fire for Early Years

OWL Scotland is delighted to announce the release
of the newest resource ‘Music in the Woods’
inspired through members of the OWL Scotland
network. A big thanks to Deborah Cooper from
GROWL who really got this resource started with
her musical instrument workshops and fantastic
sketches.
 
This super little resource helps practitioners support
learners with the creation of musical instruments
using materials found in local woodlands. By using
simple hand tools a wonderful wooden orchestra can
be created. A range of fun follow on activities
accompany each instrument. Several workshops will
be run later in the year supporting practitioners
through the use of this resource. 

OWL Scotland are excited to announce that the Tools
and Fire courses coming up later this year have been
opened up to Early Years practitioners.
Venues and dates are as follows

South Highland, Abriachan Forest Trust. Using Tools in
Early Years- 20th Sept 2024 9am- 4pm Click here.

South Highland, Abriachan Forest Trust. Using 
Fires in Early Years- 4th Oct 2025 9am- 3.30pm
Click here.

Perth, Kinnoull Hill. Using Tools in Early Years. 4th
October 9am- 4pm Click here.  

Perth Kinnoull Hill. Using Fires in Early Years. 8th Nov
2025, 9am- 4pm Click here.  
 

https://owlscotland.org/resources/music-in-the-woods/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-tools-in-forest-kindergarten-abriachan/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-tools-in-forest-kindergarten-abriachan/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-fire-in-forest-kindergarten-abriachan/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-tools-in-forest-kindergarten-2/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-fire-in-forest-kindergarten-perth-2/
https://owlscotland.org/event/using-fire-in-forest-kindergarten-perth-2/


Round Up Local OWL Groups

Moray OWL 
Upcoming Events

Northern Scotland Round Up

South Highland OWL
South Highland are delighted to announce 7 wonderful workshops
coming up in the next few months. Some tickets are FREE to
outdoor learning practitioners, teachers, early years workers and
anyone with an interest in outdoor learning in the area. If you work
for Highland Council, your time will count as CPD. Please only
book if you are confident that you can attend, and tickets are
limited in number so book as soon as possible! 

NORTH EAST OWL GROUPS

Two days with Willow Lohr @ Abriachan 23 - 24 August, 
for Eco Printing & Fire Making, Click here   
for Crow Oracles with Leather Pouch, Click here
Using tools in Forest Kindergarten @ Abriachan 20 Sept - aimed at
Early Years practitioners, Click here
REHIS campfire food hygiene course @ Abriachan 28 Sept
This course is full and will be repeated if possible due to popular demand
Dancing in the woods @ Inverness Botanics 4 October, Click here
Using Fires in Forest Kindergarten @ Abriachan 4 October - aimed at
Kindergarten and Early Years, Click here

Building peg looms @ Highland Wildlife Park 15 November, Click here

North East Region OWL 
We have been busy at the Cushnie
Picnic and Games near Alford,
promoting the value of wildflower
planting for pollinators, wood
cookie decorating & animal prints.
We revisited Fordyce School,
previous winners of Scotland’s
Finest Woods Awards, to run
sessions for pupils and see the great
progress in their woodland.

North Highland OWL
North Highland OWL have launched an online questionnaire to direct
the future focus of the group’s courses and events. To access this short
online form please click here. 

27 Aug Moray OWL meeting,
5.30pm Forres

6 Sep. Tree ID and Forest Bathing

20 Sep, Networking & Skill Share
event, Elgin

4 Oct, CPD Fire and Green
Woodworking

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leaf-or-eco-printing-and-making-fire-with-willow-lohr-tickets-1412071817819?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/crow-oracles-with-leather-pouch-with-willow-lohr-tickets-1412113632889?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-tools-in-forest-kindergarten-abriachan-forest-trust-2025-tickets-1496229295099?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dancing-in-the-woods-embodying-the-environment-tickets-1405599669449?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-fire-in-forest-kindergarten-abriachan-forest-trust-2025-tickets-1496240117469?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/building-a-peg-loom-highland-wildlife-park-tickets-1381876573029?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSD4ha4I1QW4cThpYkkkrR8xnzFZ9QSb-UuO7htLrDfwiEMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSD4ha4I1QW4cThpYkkkrR8xnzFZ9QSb-UuO7htLrDfwiEMQ/viewform


Round Up Local OWL Groups

WEST COAST OWL GROUPS

Argyll and Bute OWL 

June - Delivery of outdoor food hygiene course at Balloch country
park with Food Safety Outdoor Scotland. We had a a fun and
informative course, experimenting with 5 different menu options for
a variety of dietary requirements – we loved the walking taco’s!

West Coast OWL 

If you would like to find out more about the group please email
westcoastowl@protonmail.com

West Dunbartonshire OWL 

West Dumbartonshire OWL are hosting an art competition
based on the Lost Words Spellbook Project. It is open to schools,
nurseries & outdoor groups. For more information on how to
take part see the promotion poster and Facebook post. 
The prize includes: 2 copies of The Lost Words book, a TTS
minibeasts experiments grab and go kit (suitable for age 3+),
flower presses and lots of extra resources including ID guides
donated by OWL Scotland. 

July - Woods for all (4 sessions)
We participated in a cycle ride across the peninsula through forestry
tracks and ending with a mini boat building and cooling off in the
sea. We carried out two sessions at Carry farm with local artists Eve
and Karen, using inspiration from their woodland well and coastal
landscape to create screen-printed tote bags and ceramic drinking
pots. We ran a willow fish weaving in Glendaruel, inspired by local
river habitats and salmon restoration project.
August 18th - online meeting.

September 13th - We have a local networking event scheduled at
Inverary Primary. Workshops will include – giant bubble wand
making, tarps/ ropes/swings: a how to, cordage and knots, nature
connection. Information and tickets available soon
October - Planned CPD session on Plant ID with Lauren Lochrie.
Date likely to be the 25th or 26 th Oct. Information and tickets
available soon

We are looking for a group secretary. If you would like to find out more
please email wd_owl@hotmail.com 



Round Up Local OWL Groups

Dumfries & Galloway OWL

Dumfries & Galloway OWL

West Fife OWL

West Fife OWL Group will be holding a free
networking event at Balwearle High School in
Kirkcaldy from 4 to 6.30 pm on the 25  of
September. 
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For more information about this event please
click here. 

FOCUS on ASPEN: PAINTING SCOTLAND YELLOW

Painting Scotland Yellow is a
project coordinated by Scotland
the Big Picture and supported by
over 20 organisations in
Scotland. The aim is to promote
understanding about the value of
Aspen in Scotland.

If you would like to find out
more about this project  click
here.

DG OWL AGM will be held on the 8  of
October. Click here for more details. 

th

We’re hiring! We have a job opportunity for a
project officer to run the Branching Out
Project  and other DG OWL projects. The
post would ideally start from the 1
September and run until June 2026. More
information on the job is available here.
Please apply with CV and cover letter to
DGOWLGP@Gmail.com 

st

Deadline: Midnight 12  August 2025th

https://owlscotland.org/event/west-fife-owl-networking-event/
https://www.scotlandbigpicture.com/painting-scotland-yellow
https://owlscotland.org/event/dgowl-cic-agm-2/
https://moo4jobs.com/job/dumfries-and-galloway-outdoor-and-woodland-leaning-group-dgowl-dumfries-and-galloway/
https://moo4jobs.com/job/dumfries-and-galloway-outdoor-and-woodland-leaning-group-dgowl-dumfries-and-galloway/
mailto:DGOWLGP@Gmail.com


Grants & Projects 

Upcoming Grants

Projects & Education Updates

The Tree Council: Branching Out Fund
Open Until: Midnight 14  September 2025th

Grants: £250 to £2,500

Education Scotland Bill Update
At the end of June the Scottish Parliament voted to back the Education Scotland Bill. The changes
include a new qualifications agency and a new Chief Inspector of Education. These changes will take
place in August 2025. Education Scotland will have a revised remit including more focus on the
curriculum and the establishment of a Centre for Teaching Excellence. Click here for more information.  

Ash Rise Exhibition - New Venues

Branching Out is designed for community groups,
schools, not-for-profits, residents associations, Tree
Warden Networks, charities and many more who would
like to carry out tree planting projects. If you would like
to know more about this fund please click here. 

The inspirational Ash Rise Exhibition
coordinated by the Scottish Furniture Makers
Association has added a range of new venues.
Click here for details.
BENMORE BOTANIC GARDENS, Dunoon,
 2  June until the 31  of August 2025nd st

DRUM CASTLE, Banchory, Aberdeenshire
20th April 2026 to 9  October 2026th

New Research Promotes Young People’s Voice in Valuing & Protecting Trees

Key findings were that the development of these values is influenced by three key factors: i) family
and friends, who shape experiential engagement and foster positive attitudes towards tree
preservation; ii) school-based learning, which enhances understanding of environmental and
biodiversity importance; iii) age-related transitions, where value orientations shift from play-focused
to appreciating trees for socialising and retreat. The full report can be accessed here. 

A recent research project carried out by Forest Research and the University of Liverpool explored
the views of 48 young people between 10 and 15 about the value of trees in their lives. 

Updated Getting It Right for Play Toolkit
At Play Scotland, we have listened carefully to what children, families
and communities have told us about play spaces – what works, what is
missing, and what matters. This new version builds on all of that while
also supporting the implementation of Scotland’s strong commitment to
children’s right to play. It is packed with practical tools, questions and
real life examples. Free to download or read - click here.

https://www.gov.scot/news/education-reforms-agreed-by-parliament/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/publications/young-peoples-socio-cultural-values-trees-outside-woodland/
https://www.playscotland.org/resources/getting-it-right-for-play-2025-revised-version/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMASL5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHtI40vIBVbsOzVdkfLB8uIM_64YRDt_BnonmEePKosK_G-bqC-1wE0hS6oMo_aem_vzhbS8aQ35qo96_cAoRlcg


Resources & Contacts

Free Resources 

Contacts 
Visit the OWL Scotland Website for a wide range
of resources and information and links to local
OWL groups. 

Find out more about your local OWL Scotland
Groups across Scotland. Click Here 

For more information about the work of OWL
Scotland please email Eilidh Malcolm
(Eilidh.Malcolm@forestry.gov.scot) 

To subscribe to this newsletter click here.

OWL Scotland has a wide range of free downloadable resources and videos.  Visit our
Resources Page for more information.

NEW Resource * Music in the Woods

English & Gaelic: Tree Stories 

Identifying Trees

Don’t forget about our Youtube videos!

https://owlscotland.org/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/?s=bulletin
https://owlscotland.org/find-a-resource/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/music-in-the-woods/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/tree_stories/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/tree_stories/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/tree_stories/
https://owlscotland.org/resources/identifying-trees/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfLczuM44QJaEBIq_A82q903nhn1-swel

