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Welcome to the summer edition of the OWL Scotland bulletin. Congratulations to the
winners of Scotland Finest Wood’s Award Schools Trophy and the Early Years Trophy (see
below for details of the winning projects). The local OWL groups have been busy with skill
share events and opportunities to meet other outdoor education practitioners. There are
new funding opportunities for forestry training and we are getting geared up for the OWL
Scotland Summer Networking Event at the Pillars of Hercules in August.
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Upcoming Events & Opportunities

21st June (2-5) - Outdoor Drama Through
Books, Inverness Botanics. Click

22nd June (10-4) - The Lost Words Spellbook
Workshop Balloch Park. Click

29th to 31°* August - OWL Scotland Summer
Networking Event, Pillars of Hercules, Fife
( )

LANTRA reopens Women in Forestry & Future
Forester Training Funds

For local OWL events please see the OWL
Group updates and also the OWL Scotland
events page



https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://owlscotland.org/go-to-an-event/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/owl-scotland-summer-networking-event-2025-tickets-1354904338349?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/women-forestry-practical-training-fund
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/future-forester-training-fund
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/future-forester-training-fund
https://owlscotland.org/event/outdoor-drama-through-books/
https://owlscotland.org/event/the-lost-words/

Scotland’s Finest Woods Award
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Hardgate Primary School
Selkirk High School

Alba Trees Early Years Trophy
Winners 2025: West Johnstone ELCC
Runner Up 2025: Glenburgh Nursery

West Johnstone Early Learning and
Childcare Centre based in Johnstone,
Renfrewshire used a local forest as a
learning space where children are
encouraged to immerse themselves in
nature.

The children are encouraged to play
adventurously, tapping into a rich
potential for imaginative, creative and
stimulating symbolic play.

Their forest experiences develop a rich and intimate personal relationship between each individual
child and nature. The aim is for the children to “develop a sense of wonder” for their natural world
and value their place in it.

Glenburgh Nursery in Rutherglen recognised that there was limited garden space within their
setting, and most of the children were living in flats with little or no garden. The nursey made
outdoor learning a strong focus of their work. They then used a renovated area of derelict land
near the nursery to set up a Forest School where children are encouraged to plant, enjoy fires and
even view a foxes’ den.




Outdoor
Woodland

Learning

SCOTLAND

OWL Scotland Summer Networking Weekend 29-31* August 2025
Pillars of Hercules, Fife



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/owl-scotland-summer-networking-event-2025-tickets-1354904338349?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://pillars.co.uk/
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The South Highland OWL Group has been busy with a
range of outdoor workshop including:

24™ May, Yoga for Youngsters with Hazel Marr

26" of April, Singing in the Woods with Ailsa Villegas
29™ March, Storytelling by the Fire in Abriachan
Forest Trust

and we have a wide range of upcoming events.

Planned events for 2025

e Outdoor Drama through Books at Inverness
Botanics (Andrew Simpkins), 21 June from 2pm.
More Information_here.

e Two Days with Willow Lohr at Abriachan Forest
Trust 23 and 24™ of August at Abriachan Forest
Trust. More information here.

e Campfire Hygiene ReHIS course on the 28"
September at Abriachan Forest Trust. More
Information here.

e Dancing in the Woods, at Inverness Botanics on
the 4™ of October. More information here.

¢ Building a Peg Loom at the Highland Wildlife Park
on the 15™ November. More information here.

Moray OWL had a great joint skill
share event with the North East
OWL Group at Aller Croft in
Huntley on the 10™ of May. The
participants took advantage of the
glorious weather to take partin a
wide range of activities based
around the free resources
produced by OWL Scotland as well
as nature arts and crafts.


https://owlscotland.org/event/outdoor-drama-through-books/
https://owlscotland.org/event/two-days-with-willow-lohr/
https://owlscotland.org/event/rehis-campire-food-hygiene/
https://owlscotland.org/event/rehis-campire-food-hygiene/
https://owlscotland.org/event/dancing-in-the-woods/
https://owlscotland.org/event/dancing-in-the-woods/
https://owlscotland.org/event/building-a-peg-loom/
https://owlscotland.org/event/building-a-peg-loom/
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As well at the joint networking
event with Moray OWL, Douglas
Gooday and Lindsey Duncan
took park in the Nature Nurture
Approach Conference in
Aberdeen on the 31 of May
coordinated by the Nature
Nurture Project at Camphill
School. Douglas and Lindsey ran
a workshop on the OWL
Scotland resource Wolf
Brother’s Wildwoods and other
OWL Scotland publications.

Argyll and West Dumbartonshire OWL co-hosted the recent
Outdoor Food Safety Course at Balloch Park on the 14" of
June. The ASH Rise exhibition coordinated by the Scottish
Furniture Makers Association is opening at Benmore
Botanic Garden, Dunoon, on the 2nd of June and runs until
the 31% of August.

West Coast OWL Group welcomes Mel Prytz as their new
chair following their AGM on the 29" of May. The group
discussed lots of activities for the coming year and if you
would like to contact the group please email
westcoastowl@protonmail.com

On the 22™ of May the group hosted at Cyanoprinting
Workshop at Balloch.

This weekend (the 22" June) WD OWL are hosting the Lost
Words Spellbook session with Zoe from Jackdaw Forest
School. All welcome, click for more information.



https://owlscotland.org/event/the-lost-words/
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Tayside OWL Group held their AGM on 15th
March followed by a workshop on Wild
Journey led by Catherine Leatherland from
Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust. Our
secretary, Anne-Marie, stood down this year
and we’d like to thank her for all her hard work
and support over the last few years. We had 3
new committee members join us at the AGM
so we’re looking forward to the year ahead.

The Wild Journey workshop was excellent and
it was great to hear from Catherine all about
how we could use the PKCT Wild Journey
activities in our own contexts. If you’d like to
know more about wild journey you can find
out all about it on the PKCT website

MOWL have been busy holding their AGM at
Newbattle Abbey College on the 27" of May and
with their very successful Spring Skill Share Event
at Clifton Hall School in April. The participants
baked bread, were educated about Elder, played
with paracord and bound journals.

MOWL Scotland participated in a CPD Workshop
on gaining confidence in outdoor learning in
March with delegates coming from across
Scotland.



https://www.pkct.org/pages/category/wild-journey
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Forth Valley OWL Group held their
AGM at Forthside Woodland in
Stirling on the 26™ of April. As well as
discussing upcoming activities
participants were given the
opportunity to make their own Forest
School Kit.

Lanarkshire OWL held their first
meeting as a newly formed group on
the 11" May at South Haugh, near
Hamilton. Lanarkshire OWL have a

new Instagram Page
(@owllanarkshire)

D&G OWL are continuing to deliver very
successful Branching Out training sessions
with their Taking Maths Outdoors and
Taking Literacy Outdoors resources.

DG OWL delivered 5 sessions at the newly
improved Daniels Wood with Hardgate
Primary School, the winners of the School’s
Trophy for Scotland’s Finest Woods
Awards.

DG OWL AGM will be held on the 8" of
October. Click for more details.

Forth Valley
OWL

\ Make your own
Forest School Kit

& AGM

Suturduy 26th Apri|
1-3pm
Forthside Woodland,
Stirling

West Fife OWL Group will be holding a
free networking event at Balwearle High
School in Kirkcaldy from 4 to 6.30 pm on
the 25" of September.

For more information about this event
please click



https://owlscotland.org/event/dgowl-cic-agm-2/
https://owlscotland.org/event/west-fife-owl-networking-event/
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The LANTRA Women in Forestry Training Fund re-opened on the
13" of June. Please click to find out more about how to

apply.

The LANTRA Future Forester Training Fund re-opened on the
13" of June. Please click to find out more about how to

apply.

Projects

OWL Pixilation Workshop Film

Visit Vimeo to see how OWL
participants worked with Chak
Hin Leung of Eden Court Theatre
and Cinema to create a short
film during a 2 hour workshop.

The finished work features many

OWL Scotland stars as you have

never seen them before! Click
to watch the film on Vimeo.

ASH Rise Exhibition - New Venues

The inspirational ASH Rise Exhibition
coordinated by the Scottish Furniture
Makers Association has added a range of
new venues. Click for details.

BENMORE BOTANIC GARDENS, Dunoon,
2" June until the 31 of August 2025

DRUM CASTLE, Banchory,
Aberdeenshire
20th April 2026 to 9™ October 2026



https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/women-forestry-practical-training-fund
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/future-forester-training-fund
https://vimeo.com/1065142011/6e39afb1a6?fbclid=IwY2xjawK96a1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHrK08vZjz5nC3R46VIJ5fu1sVEMXw-GbT5jMNR-n6IlVBjIqasQHdcnHoASs_aem_CVA-2FR7FlkXIPJPCdktUw
https://www.scottishfurnituremakers.org.uk/exhibitions/ash-rise/
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Using the ancient tree alphabat
inioutdoor learning

NEW Publication on Outdoor Play for Babies and
Young Children

out to play

Disceovering nature with babies and young children

Guidance for practifioners working with parents, femilies, and carers
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Contacts
OWL Scotland Website

local OWL
Scotland Groups Click Here

Eilidh.Malcolm@forestry.gov.scot

click here.



https://owlscotland.org/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/your-local-owl-group/
https://owlscotland.org/?s=bulletin
https://owlscotland.org/find-a-resource/
https://thriveoutdoors.org.uk/resource/starting-out-to-play-guidance/

