[image: image1.emf]
South Highland OWL Meeting 

Zoom, 10th June 2021
Present: Sarah Walker (RSPB – Chair), Juliet Robinson (Freelance – Secretary), Rachel Avery (Roots & Shoots Highland – Treasurer), Roni Smith (Abriachan Forest Trust) and Bonnie Maggio (OWL Scotland). 
Apologies: Suzann Barr.
Introduction
The main purpose of this Zoom meeting to start planning the programme for 2021/22. We were grateful to have Bonnie at the meeting to confirm our funding status and other details. 
Covid Restriction changes 17th May 2021
Changes make it possible to have outdoor events with people from multiple house-holds.  
Grant funding 2021 from OWL Scotland

We were in touch with Bonnie and it has been confirmed that we are not eligible for funding this year due to monies in our account which has amassed because of postponed workshops.   
Katrina Martin – Coigach & Assynt Living Landscapes

Juliet has discussed this with Katrina and we will seek to see if she can deliver a Wellbeing in nature workshop for us in September. We need to confirm a date and location.
Wellbeing in nature (lower and upper primary levels)

Lost Words session. A cross-curricular outdoor learning session that incorporates literacy, expressive arts, history, and health and wellbeing (upper primary levels)

Nature photography workshop. Covers technical skill-building of taking photographs, with wellbeing aspects, including mindfulness, thoughts around healthy technology use in nature (and life) (upper primary levels)

Bird Workshop (including sound mapping, learning birds by sight and sound, bird theatre (acting out the different calls), Nest exploration and building exercise. (Lower and upper primary levels) 



Action point Juliet
Saturday CPD workshop programme 2021/22
Natural dyeing in the woods with Christine Matheson @ Abriachan. 29 May 2021.
12 attended this workshop and informal feedback as so far been very positive. This was a postponed event and when it was first advertised in 2020 we had in excess of 30 wanting places. The smaller numbers might be a reflection of people only starting to get back to ‘normal’ and perhaps have a higher priority of seeing family and friends in the first instance. Suzann to provide feedback blurb and photos. 









          Action point Suzann
Slipper felting in the woods with Abriachan Forest Trust.  12 June 2021 @ Abriachan.
We had the minimum number of attendees booked on. Feedback to come from Roni. Action point Roni










        


Wellbeing in Nature with Katrina Martin @ Inverness wood in late August or September. Juliet to discuss with her.  








             Action point Juliet  
Story walks with Sarah Hobbs which will focus on trees and woodlands, cultural heritage and folklore, including songs and stories https://www.storywalks.scot/  @ Strathspey October (avoiding Oct hols 11 -24th). 








                          Action point Sarah
Literary landscapes with Merryn Glover @ Strathspey October/November. This is based on a resource recently developed by the Cairngorms National Park and Lomond and Trossachs National Park. She needs an inside venue for a presentation before going out into the woods. Sarah to check out CNPA offices or similar.      





     

           Action point Sarah
Getting crafty for Christmas with Abriachan Forest Trust. An informal, get together workshop to showcase crafts suitable for making in the classroom from natural, woodland materials. Dates at the end of November or early December were discussed. 




Action point Roni
Storytelling in the woods with Creeping Toad @ Inverness 2022. Need to discuss with Gordon about when he is likely to be coming north and whether he might be doing more events in the Highlands/North-east at the same time so that we might be able to share costs.
Action point Juliet
Bonnie reminded the group about the informal OWL Summer networking taking place @ Pillars on 10 – 12 September. To avoid clashing with workshops and promote when appropriate.      Action point Juliet     






       








          
Date of the next meeting

We do not have a date in mind. Perhaps in August??? 
Action point All
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