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South Highland OWL Meeting @ 

Online, 22nd January 2026 

Present: Joanna Stephen (Teacher - Chair), Juliet Robinson (Freelance – Administrator), Rachel 

Avery (Roots & Shoots Highland – Treasurer), Fin Denerley (Aigas Field Centre – Ordinary), Iona 

Byrne (Highland Wildlife Park – Ordinary), Bex Lockyer (Home educator – Ordinary), Imogen 

Furlong (High Life Highland - Ordinary) 

Apologies: Dua Wilson (Trees for Life), Abriachan Forest Trust 

 

Introduction 

The main purpose of this online meeting was to plan 2026 workshops and any other events. Juliet is 

to record numbers and evaluations from 2025 and get the information to Rachel so that she can 

feed this information at the Owl Scotland networking event coming up.                Action point Juliet 

Proposed CPD workshops and other events 2026 

The group has about £4,000 in our bank account. This is historical money and can be spent as we 

see fit on workshop leaders, venues and other relevant items. Rachel and Juliet have online access 

to this account and it is great advantage to have online banking at last!  

The minutes from the last meeting in May were agreed and all action points have been addressed. 

Joanna needs to do a Chair’s report – Juliet is to supply the relevant information to Joanna and 

Rachel.           Action point Juliet 

We discussed lots of topics such as PVGs (Protected Vulnerable Groups), the ‘Just add play’ 

initiative and the idea of outdoor maths as a topic for Maths week in September.  Joanna 

ascertained from a recent Chairs’ meeting that our group is perhaps more active than many. We 

seem to offer much more variety of workshops and get in more freelance workshop leaders than 

most groups. We will work closely with our near-sister groups of West and North Highland, and of 

course with the whole OWL Scotland network.  

1. Spring Equinox craft share and AGM @ Aigas Field Centre on Sat 21 March 

Fin kindly offered to book us into Aigas for this event. She is to double-check availability. 

Aigas is about 5 miles west of Beauly which has a train station. We will make sure that 

people lift share and collect from the train station where possible. It is really exciting to go 
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to this venue as many will not have been there and it is beautiful! We have suggested the 

date of Saturday 21st March from 1100 – 1400. More to be discussed and agreed in terms of 

who are willing to share ideas. And mocktails of course!   Action point ALL 

2. Gel printing with Kerry and Shirley-Anne @ Abriachan in April/May? Juliet to check if they 

are able/willing to undertake this.       Action point Juliet 

3. Dan Puplett – to see if he has some new projects/ideas which could create a new workshop. 

Juliet to contact him         Action point Juliet 

4. Butterflies with Tom Prescott @ Kincraig in June. Do any of the group have a contact with 

Tom?           Action point ALL 

5. Mental Health in the outdoors/Outsider Decider @ Abriachan in September? Fin has 

contact with Corrie Jones – to send to Juliet      Action point Fin 

6. Outdoor Maths to match up with Maths Week in September. Need ideas of workshop 

leader and location.        Action point ALL 

7. Citizen science moths project - High Life Highland ranger – summer or autumn. Imogen is to 

keep us posted with project dates and possible locations.         Action point Imogen 

8. Night-time stars and fungi – possibly Will Hall who ran an event at Anagach? Need to find 

out more          Action point ALL 

9. Workshop repeats – if we need to fill in our diary some topics were requested for again. 

These include dance, yoga and singing. Juliet has close contact with Eden Court. 

Joint Networking event – we didn’t get round to discussing this. Usually in September and often as 

a joint event. We will discuss logistics at our next meeting and consider joining with North and West 

Coast again.          Action point ALL 

 

AOB 

The group discussed topics such as:  

●
 Highland Biodiversity Conference which is sold out @ Highland Council on Sat 7 March 

●
 Highland Environmental Forum – great mailing list provided by Caroline Vawdry 

●
 Trauma Informed Practice – some workshops available on certain networks in B&S 

●
 Looking for new Chair and Treasurer – please put up hands! AGM is set for 21/03/26 

●
 Juliet to send out minutes with OWL Scotland content and dates to save for 2026 

     

Date of next online meeting @ Google Meet on Thursday 12 March 5pm 
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For the new committee members, here is a short summary of OWL Scotland and South Highland OWL:  Outdoor & Woodland 

Learning Scotland is dedicated to increasing the use of Scotland’s outdoor environments for learning. Funding comes through 

Scottish Forestry and there are local groups all around Scotland. https://owlscotland.org/about-us/ 

OWL aims are: 

●
 Increasing first hand learning experiences. 

●
 Supporting Learning for Sustainability 

●
 Improving health and well being through outdoor learning 

●
 Increasing skills, knowledge and understanding of outdoor environments 

The South Highland Outdoor & Woodland Learning (OWL) Group exists to support outdoor learning across the southern half of the 

Highlands. This group is for outdoor learning practitioners, teachers, early years workers and anyone with an interest in outdoor 

learning in the area. https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHighlandOWL 

https://owlscotland.org/about-us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHighlandOWL

