Dumfries and Galloway Outdoor and Woodland Learning Group

18/08/15 Gatehouse Drop In

Present: John Wheller (Allanton), Cecilia Franklin (Galloway Forest Schools), Kirsty Griffiths (RSPB), Robin Fuller (FCS), Nic Coombey (Biosphere), Alice Campbell (CCC), Sara Pintado (WWT), Anna Johnstone (NSA), Alli Murffit (Borders Forest Trust), Jessica Shakelton (Allanton), Jenny Paterson (FCS), Susi ? (Woodmass), Elizabeth Tindal (Squillion), Lusi Alderslowe (self-employed)

Apologies Faith hillier (WWT), Lesley Smith (FCS), Emma Platt (CCC)

2) last minutes and actions

Members - Members form to be ready for the AGM

Training - Ali, Robin and Elizabeth and Alice (Cecilia after October) to meet and discuss training form and protocol for giving out details. 

Environmental Arts Project – John has investigated (Morton Castle) it will be difficult to launch a boat, it needs to have artistic integrity so unfortunately although the ideas can be used it cannot be done for the festival. Presence? Leaflets at venues. Matt Baker enthusiastic and thinks that the idea is good or the future. Nith Raid, Kircudbright Arts. Any OWL members should talk about their membership.

Phone – Kirsty will get us a memorable number for the phone and then we will get Bonny to get us a stamp. Kirsty badge maker, and send Sara the size and she will make inset. Other resources like the tree story, wolf brothers etc. all available as a pdf.

Insurance and bank account – still needs to be sorted out. Bank account signatories need to be changed.

3) News and Updates from OWL Scotland

Fungi course on the 19th of September - Newsletter

OWL annual networking event Friday to Sunday 27th to 29th of November Pitlochrey – workshops and networking. 2 free places per group. (@ £30)

Grants

Administration £500

CPD grant upto £300 per event

Development - £5,000

4) News and updates from OWL members

Robin – co-chair of OWL. FSC budget cuts and change of staff, Lesley now part time, Nationally outdoor learning big time, locally only Robin for Dumfries and Borders Forestry area – working with University of Glasgow (Primary), University of Edinburgh at Secondary Level, Forest skills with DGC for teachers; limited engagement with schools.

Cecelia – Gatehouse - working with the story teller and linking books and literacy, working with marginalised groups

Nic – Biosphere – learning for sustainability, leaflets – biosphere (what it is) sign up to charter, Sense of Place Toolkit to promote what is special in the biosphere – wildlife and natural beauty, landscape etc. Schools – he has to do some education packs according to his work plan. How can biosphere help with outdoor learning? CPD - Soils would be good to do relating to peat and the Fleet catchment (Ann Errington and Graham Moffat peat activity). 

Answers – learning and sustainability; Opal packs

Anna – National Scenic Areas (3). Recent project with Robin at Waterloo Monument Literacy and learning. Cultural Heritage, Colvend coast Nelsons Grave might be new project.

Ali Murffet – Borders Forest Trust – holiday activities, charcoal making and bread on a stick learned through skills share new natural Lip Balm, Junior Rangers (11 to 18years) working on practical projects, till working on big shelter.

Jenny – FCS not working in outdoor learning practical stuff, shadowing Robin and interested rather than offering, wishes to learn and help. (CPD form has section for shadowing and mentoring section)

Kirsty (RSPB) – events and learning officer and have been restructured and it is now 4 jobs amalgamated into one – now permanent job. Family events, Kircudbright arts trail brilliant, toddler club lots of people, schools now starting to be booked up, working at Polwillament beach 45 toddlers from Babes in the wood, Guide gathering at Mersehead- other Guide leaders don't know how to work outdoors with children, is there a gap that we could fill? Loads of scope for this area of work OWL is not just about schools work. Filling out CPD form more than once with different hats. Kirsty represents the whole of D&G

Sara – WWT – learning officer only does schools and only at Caerlaverock (Faith does the events) Learning sessions – hands on sessions. Topics – birds – how birds fly, migration, feed, wetland, what happens to my water. pond dipping popular. Formal - trying to get college level to keep the knowledge going. Links to practical examples and where they can have a go.

Jessica – Allanton works with John and has a Heritage Lottery Fund woodland walk has been created and they are adding things to it still. Got a ot from having this funding and could get consultants. Babes in the Wood have asked if Allanton could make a forest school, use as venue but not leading the activities, need for venue in their area. Wildlife Garden lots of people brought by Keith Walker as it is such a great area, especially the pond. Exciting at the moment

Alice - Crichton Carbon Centre with Emma Platt - they have funding for the next year (Nithsdale especially) biodiversity and forest, climate change and sustainability. Practical work, id and understanding. Planting food and tree planting, better biodiversity and attracting wildlife into playgrounds. Short workshops and sustainability and how to care for it. 

Idea for a sustainable advice from within the Council especially for new teachers.

John – Story teller – speciality env stories particularly birds, Allanton and schools. Works with volunteers at Allanton. Street theater, music, traditional stories, knows other professional storytellers in the area. Project called 'deer, frog and eagle' – comes from a Welsh story. Paragon - Edinburgh based and music inspiring, working with people with disabilities and accessing arts (Dumfries today, the Usual Place). 

Elizabeth – Co-chair of OWL, have taken early retirement from council as Ranger. Have set up my business Squillion – Freelance Ranger. Setting up my website. Doing family activities (Castle Kennedy), community festivals also appointed as Freelance Biosphere Dark Sky Ranger. Have a set of sites that can be used Biosphere, Cree Valley Community Woodlands. Interested in working with non-school groups eg birthday parties, brownies, Guides, B&Bs, open to ideas. Have got presence on Twitter and Facebook.

Lusi Alderslowe – self employed – permaculture specialist, sustainability and learning from nature and applying that to human activities. Permiculture for adults course – soils is part of that showing how one thing effects everything. Gatehouse after school forest school, works at school - creating peace garden funding for time rather than materials (special needs), working with families, exciting that she has been successful for 3 year funding project from Erasmus – Gatehouse school, Italy, Slovinia, Romania etc. for permiculture produce materials – videos etc. New funding application for ScotLAND. 

5) Treasures update

no change

6) AOB

Cecilia – has any one applied for funding through the group? No we are concentrating on the membership and CPD. There is overlap and networking going on. Projects would have to be OWL projects from the group as a whole.

Sara – Keith Walker involvement would be higher next year where we would arrange meetings around his group.

Date of next meeting – this is at Caerlaverock 6th of October 10am AGM

Need Chair and Sec and Treasurer, discussion of need for web coordinator.

